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JIM SULLIVAN, PRESIDENT
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Han Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 11, 1998

RE:

Dear Secretary Salas:

~~~Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service - CC Docket
6-45' orward Looking Mechanism for High Cost Support - CC Docket

No. 97-160

Please find enclosed an original and eleven (11) copies ofthe letter ofthe Alabama
Public Service Commission in support ofthe NARUC petition for further extension oftime to
me the state-specific forward-looking cost models.

I also enclose one additional copy. Please date stamp this copy and return in the enclosed
envelope.

Gamer
Administrative Law Judge
Alabama Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 991
Montgomery, Alabama 36101
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STATE OF ALABAMA
ALABAMA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 991 "'1
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36101 -0991 .:,.'"

JIM SULLIVAN, PRESIDENT

JAN COOK, ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER

CHARLES 8. MARTIN, ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER

Bon Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: In the Matter ofFederal State 10int Board on Universal Service - CC Docket
No. 96-45; Forward Looking Mechanism for High Cost Support - CC Docket
No. 97-160

Dear Secretary Salas:

In the Universal Service Report and order released May 8, 1997, the Commission
authorized state commissions to submit state specific forward-looking cost studies to determine federal
universal service support for non-rural local exchange carriers. (Federal State Joint Board on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order, FCC 97-157, para. 248) Many states, including
Alabama, have proceedings pending in which forward-looking cost models are being developed.
Recognizing the importance and complexity of the various proceedings designed to develop forward
looking cost mechanisms, the Commission previously extended the date for filing state-specific cost
models from February 6, 1998 to April 24, 1998.

The Alabama Public Service Commission has just completed its hearings on Phase I of its
Universal Service Proceedings. The magnitude and complexity ofthe record in this hearing will make it
extremely difficult to reach a well-reasoned assessment of a cost model for Alabama in the time
remaining between now and April 24, 1998. The importance of this proceeding to the continued
provision ofaffordable local service rates in this state can not be over-emphasized.

The National Association ofRegulatory Commissioners (NARUC) has filed a petition for
further extension ofthe time to file cost models in the above-captioned proceeding. The Alabama Public
Service Commission supports NARUC's petition and urges the Commission to extend the time for filing
the state-specific forward-looking cost models from April 24, 1998 to 90 days after the Commission
issues the data inputs and assumptions for its cost model.

o Garner,
Administrative Law Judge
Alabama Public Service Commission
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I, John Gamer, certify that I have served a copy ofthe foregoing on all parties ofrecord by first
class mail, postage prepaid, this 11th day ofMarch, 1998.
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